IV. YERUSHALMI MEGILLAH 1:4 


[A] WHAT IS A LARGE TOWN? ANY IN WHICH THERE ARE TEN MEN AVAILABLE AT ALL 
TIMES [TO FORM A QUORUM]. [IF THERE ARE] FEWER THAN THIS NUMBER, LO, 
THIS IS A VILLAGE. 


1. I:1: It has been taught: Ten men available to leave their work for the 
synagogue. R. Judah said, “We, for example, do not have to make a 
living from our learning [but have a living from some other source].” 


[B] OF THESE [TIMES, AS SPECIFIED,] HAVE THEY SAID THAT THEY ADVANCE IT AND DO 
NOT POSTPONE IT. 


1. II:1: Of these have they said that they advance it and do not postpone 
it [M. 1:4D]: namely, reading the Megillah and taking up the heave- 
offering of the sheqel offering [in the Temple, for use in maintaining 
the cult in the coming year]. They advance and do not postpone the 
meal in celebration of the new moon. But the banquet of Purim [that 
coincides with the Sabbath] they postpone but do not push up. 


2: II:2: As to funds collected for the poor for celebration of Purim, these 
funds are to be used for Purim. Said R. Eleazar, “And that is on 
condition that a poor man should not use them for some other purpose 
than celebrating Purim, for example, buying a thong for his sandal.” 
They do not enforce the religious requirements [giving to the poor] on 
Purim in a meticulous way [T. Meg. 1:5C], but whoever puts out his 
hand to take money given for the support of the poor — they give him 
[what he wants]. They do not use coins set aside for celebrating Purim 
for some other purpose. 


[C] BUT THE TIME OF THE PRIESTS’ WOOD-OFFERING:\ 


1. II:1: But the time of the priests’ wood-offering [M. 1:4E]: Why did 
they set aside [special times for] the wood-offering of priests and 
people [M. Ta. 4:5]? For when the exiles came up, they found no wood 
in the wood chamber. These in particular went and contributed wood 
of their own, handing it over to the community. On that account 
prophets stipulated with them, that even if the wood-chamber should 
be loaded with wood, even with wood belonging to the community, 
these should have the privilege of contributing wood at this time, and 
at any occasion on which they wanted [T. Taaniyot 3:5A-D]. 


[D] THE NINTH OF AB: 


